
 

 

The Declaration of Independence in a Global Context 
 
Primary Text Excerpts: 
 
Declaration of Independence (1776) 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in 
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and 
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they 
are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their 
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. 
 

 
Declaration of the Rights of Man (1789) 

The representatives of the French people, organized as a National Assembly, believing that the 
ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole cause of public calamities and 
of the corruption of governments, have determined to set forth in a solemn declaration the 
natural, unalienable, and sacred rights of man, in order that this declaration, being constantly 
before all the members of the Social body, shall remind them continually of their rights and 
duties; in order that the acts of the legislative power, as well as those of the executive power, 
may be compared at any moment with the objects and purposes of all political institutions and 
may thus be more respected, and, lastly, in order that the grievances of the citizens, based 
hereafter upon simple and incontestable principles, shall tend to the maintenance of the 
constitution and redound to the happiness of all. Therefore the National Assembly recognizes 
and proclaims, in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following 
rights of man and of the citizen. 

  


