To the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church

[29 May] 1789
Gentlemen.

I return to you individually, and (through you) to your Society collectively in the United
States my thanks for the demonstrations of affections, and the expressions of joy, offered in their
behalf, on my late appointment.] It shall still be my endeavor to manifest, by overt acts, the
purity of my inclinations for promoting the happiness of mankind, as well as the sincerity of my
desires to contribute whatever may be in my power towards the preservation of the civil and
religious liberties of the American People. In pursuing this line of conduct, I hope, by the
assistance of divine providence, not altogether to disappoint the confidence which you have been
pleased to repose in me.

It always affords me satisfaction, when I find a concurrence in sentiment and practice
between all conscientious men in acknowledgements of homage to the great Governor of the
Universe, and in professions of support to a just civil government. After mentioning that I trust
the people of every denomination, who demean themselves as good citizens, will have occasion
to be convinced that I shall always strive to prove a faithful and impartial Patron of genuine, vital
religion: I must assure you in particular that I take in the kindest part the promise you make of
presenting your prayers at the Throne of Grace for me, and that I likewise implore the divine
benedictions on yourselves and your religious community.

G. Washington



To the United Baptist Churches of Virginia
[New York, May 1789]

Gentlemen,

I request that you will accept my best acknowledgments for your congratulation on my
appointment to the first office in the nation. The kind manner in which you mention my past
conduct equally claims the expression of my gratitude.1

After we had, by the smiles of Heaven on our exertions, obtained the object for which we
contended, I retired at the conclusion of the war, with an idea that my country could have no
farther occasion for my services, and with the intention of never entering again into public life:
But when the exigence of my country seemed to require me once more to engage in public
affairs, an honest conviction of duty superseded my former resolution, and became my apology
for deviating from the happy plan which I had adopted.

If I could have entertained the slightest apprehension that the Constitution framed in the
Convention, where I had the honor to preside, might possibly endanger the religious rights of any
ecclesiastical Society, certainly I would never have placed my signature to it; and if I could now
conceive that the general Government might ever be so administered as to render the liberty of
conscience insecure, I beg you will be persuaded that no one would be more zealous than myself
to establish effectual barriers against the horrors of spiritual tyranny, and every species of
religious persecution—For you, doubtless, remember that I have often expressed my sentiment,
that every man, conducting himself as a good citizen, and being accountable to God alone for his
religious opinions, ought to be protected in worshipping the Deity according to the dictates of his
own conscience.

While I recollect with satisfaction that the religious Society of which you are Members, have
been, throughout America, uniformly, and almost unanimously, the firm friends to civil liberty,
and the persevering Promoters of our glorious revolution; I cannot hesitate to believe that they
will be the faithful Supporters of a free, yet efficient general Government. Under this pleasing
expectation I rejoice to assure them that they may rely on my best wishes and endeavors to
advance their prosperity.

In the meantime be assured, Gentlemen, that I entertain a proper sense of your fervent
supplications to God for my temporal and eternal happiness.

G. Washington



To the Society of Quakers
[c.13 October 1789]

Gentlemen,

I receive with pleasure your affectionate address, and thank you for the friendly Sentiments
& good wishes which you express for the Success of my administration, and for my personal
Happiness.1

We have Reason to rejoice in the prospect that the present National Government, which by
the favor of Divine Providence, was formed by the common Counsels, and peaceably established
with the common consent of the People, will prove a blessing to every denomination of them. To
render it such, my best endeavours shall not be wanting.

Government being, among other purposes, instituted to protect the Persons and Consciences
of men from oppression, it certainly is the duty of Rulers, not only to abstain from it themselves,
but according to their Stations, to prevent it in others.

The liberty enjoyed by the People of these States, of worshipping Almighty God agreable to
their Consciences, is not only among the choicest of their Blessings, but also of their Rights—
While men perform their social Duties faithfully, they do all that Society or the State can with
propriety demand or expect; and remain responsible only to their Maker for the Religion or
modes of faith which they may prefer or profess.

Your principles & conduct are well known to me—and it is doing the People called Quakers
no more than Justice to say, that (except their declining to share with others the burthen of the
common defence) there is no Denomination among us who are more exemplary and useful
Citizens.

I assure you very explicitly that in my opinion the Consciencious scruples of all men should
be treated with great delicacy & tenderness, and it is my wish and desire that the Laws may
always be as extensively accomodated to them, as a due regard to the Protection and essential
Interests of the Nation may Justify, and permit.

} Go: Washington



To the Presbyterian Ministers of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
[Portsmouth, N.H., 2 November 1789]

Gentlemen,

The affectionate welcome, which you are pleased to give me to the eastern parts of the union,
would leave me without excuse, did I fail to acknowledge the sensibility, which it awakens, and
to express the most sincere return that a grateful sense of your goodness can suggest.

To be approved by the praise-worthy is a wish as natural to becoming ambition, as its
consequence is flattering to our self-love—I am, indeed, much indebted to the favorable
sentiments which you entertain towards me, and it will be my study to deserve them.1

The tribute of thanksgiving which you offer to “the gracious Father of lights” for his
inspiration of our public-councils with wisdom and firmness to complete the national
constitution, is worthy of men, who, devoted to the pious purposes of religion, desire their
accomplishment by such means as advance the temporal happiness of their fellow-men—and,
here, I am persuaded, you will permit me to observe that the path of true piety is so plain as to
require but little political direction. To this consideration we ought to ascribe the absence of any
regulation, respecting religion, from the Magna-Charta of our country.

To the guidance of the ministers of the gospel this important object is, perhaps, more
properly committed—It will be your care to instruct the ignorant, and to reclaim the devious—
and, in the progress of morality and science, to which our government will give every
furtherance, we may confidently expect the advancement of true religion, and the completion of
our happiness.

I pray the munificent Rewarder of virtue that your agency in this good work may receive its
compensation here and hereafter.

G: Washington



To the Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode Island
[Newport, R.I., 18 August 1790]

Gentlemen.

While I receive, with much satisfaction, your Address] replete with expressions of affection
and esteem; I rejoice in the opportunity of assuring you, that I shall always retain a grateful
remembrance of the cordial welcome I experienced in my visit to Newport,2 from all classes of
Citizens.

The reflection on the days of difficulty and danger which are past is rendered the more sweet,
from a consciousness that they are succeeded by days of uncommon prosperity and security. If
we have wisdom to make the best use of the advantages with which we are now favored, we
cannot fail, under the just administration of a good Government, to become a great and a happy
people.

The Citizens of the United States of America have a right to applaud themselves for having
given to mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal policy: a policy worthy of imitation. All
possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities of citizenship It is now no more that
toleration is spoken of, as if it was by the indulgence of one class of people, that another enjoyed
the exercise of their inherent natural rights. For happily the Government of the United States,
which gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance requires only that they who live
under its protection should demean themselves as good citizens, in giving it on all occasions their
effectual support.

It would be inconsistent with the frankness of my character not to avow that I am pleased
with your favorable opinion of my Administration, and fervent wishes for my felicity. May the
Children of the Stock of Abraham, who dwell in this land, continue to merit and enjoy the good
will of the other Inhabitants; while every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and figtree,
and there shall be none to make him afraid. May the father of all mercies scatter light and not
darkness in our paths, and make us all in our several vocations useful here, and in his own due
time and way everlastingly happy.

Go: Washington



To Roman Catholics in America
United States of America [New York]

Gentlemen,[c.15 March 1790]

While I now receive with much satisfaction your congratulations on my being called, by an
unanimous vote, to the first station in my Country; I cannot but duly notice your politeness in
offering an apology for the unavoidable delay. As that delay has given you an opportunity of
realizing, instead of anticipating, the benefits of the general Government; you will do me the
justice to believe, that your testimony of the increase of the public prosperity, enhances the
pleasure which I should otherwise have experienced from your affectionate address.

I feel that my conduct, in war and in peace, has met with more general approbation than
could reasonably have been expected: and I find myself disposed to consider that fortunate
circumstance, in a great degree, resulting from the able support and extraordinary candour of my
fellow-citizens of all denominations.

The prospect of national prosperity now before us is truly animating, and ought to excite the
exertions of all good men to establish and secure the happiness of their Country, in the
permanent duration of its Freedom and Independence. America, under the smiles of a Divine
Providence—the protection of a good Government—and the cultivation of manners, morals and
piety, cannot fail of attaining an uncommon degree of eminence, in literature, commerce,
agriculture, improvements at home and respectability abroad.

As mankind become more liberal they will be more apt to allow, that all those who conduct
themselves as worthy members of the Community are equally entitled to the protection of civil
Government. I hope ever to see America among the foremost nations in examples of justice and
liberality. And I presume that your fellow-citizens will not forget the patriotic part which you
took in the accomplishment of their Revolution, and the establishment of their Government: or
the important assistance which they received from a nation in which the Roman Catholic faith is
professed.

I thank you, Gentlemen, for your kind concern for me. While my life and my health shall
continue, in whatever situation I may he, it shall be my constant endeavour to justify the
favourable sentiments which you are pleased to express of my conduct. And may the members of
your Society in America, animated alone by the pure spirit of Christianity, and still conducting
themselves as the faithful subjects of our free Government, enjoy every temporal and spiritual
felicity.

G. Washington



To the Members of the New Jerusalem Church of Baltimore
[Philadelphia, ¢.27 January 1793]1

Gentlemen,

It has ever been my pride to merit the approbation of my fellow citizens, by a faithful and
honest discharge of the duties annexed to those stations in which they have been pleased to place
me; and the dearest rewards of my services have been those testimonies of esteem and
confidence with which they have honored me. But to the manifest interposition of an over-ruling
Providence, and to the patriotic exertions of united America, are to be ascribed those events
which have given us a respectable rank among the nations of the Earth.

We have abundant reason to rejoice, that in this land the light of truth and reason have
triumphed over the power of bigotry and superstition, and that every person may here worship
God according to the dictates of his own heart. In this enlightened age and in this land of equal
liberty, it is our boast, that a man’s religious tenets will not forfeit the protection of the laws, nor
deprive him of the right of attaining and holding the highest offices that are known in the United
States.

Your prayers for my present and future felicity are received with gratitude; and I sincerely
wish, Gentlemen, that you may, in your social & individual capacities, taste those blessings
which a gracious God bestows upon the righteous.

Go: Washington



