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The Harvey L. Miller (“HLM”) Founding Civics Initiative provides Chicago-
land high school teachers with access to world-class graduate education, train-
ing and resources to help them better educate their students in the history and 
ideas at the heart of American politics.

Working with Chicago-area institutions of higher learning, the courses and 
seminars prepare teachers to educate high school students in the ideas in the 
Declaration of Independence, the core political and economic institutions 
established by the Constitution, and the intellectual and historical framework 
of the American founding.  

Each program brings leading professors together with high school teachers to 
develop engaging classes and innovative curricula that connect the ideas and 
debates of the American founding era to contemporary issues students will 
study in civics and face as citizens.

The task of a citizen is not only to ask how we should live together, but how 
we should best live together. The goal of HLM Founding Civics is to help 
teachers enable their students—through rigorous engagement with America’s 
founding principles and history—to begin asking that question.

The Harvey L. Miller Founding Civics Initiative is made possible by a generous 
grant to the Jack Miller Center from The Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation 
and with additional support from The Crown Family, Northern Trust Charitable 
Trust and other donors.

Helping Chicago Teachers 
Provide the Best Civic Education 
for Their Students

The Harvey L. Miller
Founding Civics Initiative

“Educate and inform 
the whole mass of the 
people ... ”

Thomas Jefferson



The perennial task of educating Illinois high 
school students for participation in American po-
litical life has renewed energy in 2016. According 

to a new Illinois law, entering high school freshman must 
now take a civics course in order to graduate. 

This requirement responds to a growing sense that the move away from civics over the 
last forty years has not served our country well. But the law raises perhaps as many 
questions as it answers, and teachers may feel unprepared to lead civics courses that 
use historical and philosophical sources in ways that both ground and inspire student 
involvement in politics.

The purpose of the HLM Founding Civics Initiative is to engage teachers and their 
students in the great debates that have defined American political life since the 
Founding. Founding Civics programs will enable teachers to help their students ques-
tion the underlying assumptions in politics today, to think critically about their own 
deeply held political beliefs, and to draw conclusions that will give clear purpose to 
their participation. 

By providing students the tools to make up their own minds on the most important 
questions facing Americans, Founding Civics promises to foster greater civic engage-
ment and true self-government.

There is much work to do, and 2016 is the time to begin. I look forward to your 
participation in our programs, and a new chapter in education for citizenship here in 
Illinois.

Best wishes,
 

Tom Kelly
JMC Director of Civic Education Outreach

Note from the Director: 

The Jack Miller Center is a non-partisan, non-profit public charity that works to reinvig-
orate education in American history and American political thought, an education vital 
to thoughtful and engaged citizenship. It supports professors and educators through pro-
grams, resources, fellowships and more to help them teach our nation’s students.
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In partnership with Roosevelt University, the Newberry Library in Chicago is hosting 
a series of week-long summer professional development seminars for teachers. Partic-
ipants study the roots of the American political system, discuss contemporary issues 
and build new curricula. 

Participation promises invaluable preparation for teaching civics, as well as American 
history and government classes. Esteemed college faculty from around the nation 
guide Chicago-area high school teachers in analyzing and interpreting crucial docu-
ments of the Founding era.

The 2016 summer seminar focused on the theme “The Dra-
ma of the American Political Experience: Historical, Philo-
sophical and Contemporary Perspectives.”

Sessions consisted of lectures, discussions and workshops on 
topics such as religious freedom, the Second Amendment, 
property and the pursuit of happiness, race and equality, 
and America’s place in global politics. 

A representative from the National Constitution Center 
(NCC) in Philadelphia led a workshop on the NCC’s Inter-
active Constitution, an online tool for use in the classroom. 
The tool contains a wealth of information, allowing students 
to explore the Constitution’s history and what it means to-
day. 

Guided tours of the Newberry Library’s holdings and the Art Institute rounded out 
the week.

Each seminar will have a unique theme and set of discussions. The seminars offer up 
to 25 professional development hours and graduate credit will be available through 
Roosevelt University’s Department of History.

Seminars are supported by the Jack Miller Center through the HLM Founding Civ-
ics Initiative, and are offered at no cost to teachers.

For information on the next seminar at the Newberry or other professional development 
opportunities, please contact Tom Kelly, JMC Director of Civic Education Outreach at 
(484) 436-0033 or tkelly@gojmc.org.

Summer Professional 
Development Seminars

Roosevelt University 
and the Newberry Library
Summer Seminar Series





Lake Forest College’s Civics and the American Founding Program is offering a series of 
blended (online and face-to-face) graduate courses for high school teachers through 
the Master of Liberal Studies Program. The courses are designed to respond to the 
new Illinois civics requirement for high school students and are ideal for American 
history, government or civics teachers. 

Led by Lake Forest College faculty, the program brings together small groups of high 
school teachers in special graduate seminars focused on key issues and documents 
from our nation’s history. Seminars meet on select Saturdays to help accommodate 
teacher schedules, and the rest of the course is conducted online. 

Lake Forest’s fall 2016 inaugural course, “The American Founding: Principles, Prac-
tices, Controversies,” explores selections of key texts and how different generations 
of Americans have (re)-interpreted the meaning of those texts. Teachers develop new 
curriculum and learn how to make use of online tools including the National Consti-
tution Center’s Interactive Constitution.

Teachers may take stand-alone courses or matriculate into the Lake Forest Master of 
Liberal Studies Program. Each course offers four semester hours of graduate credit.

Full tuition is provided by the Jack Miller Center through the HLM Founding Civics 
Initiative. 

Graduate Courses for Teachers

Lake Forest College
Civics and the American Founding Program

Throughout the history of western ideas, the concept of 
liberty is a relatively modern one; we can trace its de-
velopment from the English Enlightenment to the 21st 
century.  

We will explore the idea of liberty as a political, eco-
nomic, cultural and social standard, including markets, 
individual rights, conflicts between equality and free-
dom, international relations, psychological explorations 
of freedom, conflicts between states, and individual lib-
erties. Throughout the course, we will apply theoretical 
constructs to real problems, looking at public policy and 
Supreme Court law.  

How can liberty be applied to America’s discussions of 
personal rights?  Does freedom require the government 
to avoid infringing on individual autonomy, or must gov-
ernment actively protect an individual’s autonomy?  If so, 
how is the balance between government interference and 
individual autonomy struck?  Does economic freedom 
require political freedom?  

Seven class meetings, with the rest of the course work 
carried out online. For more information about the pro-
gram and course of offerings, contact Carol Gayle at 
(847) 735-5083 or gayle@lakeforest.edu.

SPring 2017 Graduate Course
Liberty





The American Democracy Educators’ Forum (ADEF) is a year-long blended (online 
and face-to-face) graduate program offered in partnership with University of Wis-
consin-Madison School of Education. Participants discuss the principles and practice 
of American democracy with leading scholars and faculty from UW-Madison and 
around the country. 

The Forum meets four times during the year on the UW-Madison 
campus with various online content and dialogue throughout the 
year. Participants consider primary text readings, hear from scholarly 
experts, and plan new curricula on key themes in American political 
thought, American government and American history. 

The Forum offers teachers the opportunity to become part of a profes-
sional learning community that will inform and enhance current ed-
ucational practices. Participants earn two credits from UW-Madison’s 
School of Education.

Full tuition for Chicago-area teachers is covered by the Jack Miller 
Center through the HLM Founding Civics Initiative and includes re-
imbursement for substitute teacher coverage. 

Graduate Courses for Teachers

University of Wisconsin-Madison
American Democracy Educators’ Forum

In 2016-2017, the ADEF is exploring the Bill of Rights as 
a way to think about the place of individual liberties in 
the American political experience.   

The course draws upon the National Constitution Cen-
ter’s Interactive Constitution, supplementing it with a vari-
ety of materials from the history of political thought and 
political history. The first session, held on the UW-Madi-
son campus, considered arguments about the sources and 
nature of individual rights, with readings from the social 
contract and natural law traditions and from the pamphlet 
literature of the American Revolution.  

Throughout the academic year, participants will discuss 
the provisions of the Bill of Rights in detail, considering 
both the sources of the first ten amendments to the Con-
stitution and historical and contemporary debates about 
their meaning.  Along the way, the discussions will focus 
on new ways of engaging students in the study of individ-
ual rights and the Constitution.

For more information on the American Democracy 
Educators’ Forum, contact Matthew Freid at freid@wisc.
edu or (716) 553-2654.
 

ADEF 2016-17 Overview



Working with Lake Forest College, Roosevelt University and University of Chicago 
along with University of Wisconsin-Madison and the National Constitution Center 
in Philadelphia—the HLM Founding Civics Initiative will continue to develop new 
programs and innovative resources for teachers. Upcoming opportunities include: 

University of Chicago
The Graham School at the University of Chicago is holding a symposium 
October 22, 2016 on selections from the Federalist Papers, offering teachers 
six professional development hours. Led by UChicago faculty, participants 
will discuss the successes and failures of the framers, admiring their achieve-
ments and considering their missteps.

Saturday Seminar Series
The Jack Miller Center is conducting a series of Saturday professional devel-
opment seminars across greater Chicago. These shorter seminars give teach-
ers the opportunity to focus on a particular text or issue and to get a feel for 
HLM Founding Civics programs. The first seminar of the series, “Liberty, 
Equality and Democratic Tyranny in Tocqueville,” will be held November 
19, 2016 in Oak Brook, Illinois and will offer three professional development 
hours through Lake Forest College. 

Founding Civics Collaborative Curriculum
Lead teachers and professors are working to develop a comprehensive digital edu-
cator’s manual that assembles materials and methods for introducing key texts of 
the Founding era into the high school classroom. It will include carefully-selected 
texts, questions, discussion prompts and exercises and will help teachers make use 
of the National Constitution Center’s Interactive Constitution. This unique tool will 
be available for teachers in Chicago and around the nation. Please contact the Jack 
Miller Center for more information.

If you have questions about HLM Founding Civics programs and resources or are interest-
ed in participating, please contact Tom Kelly, JMC Director of Civic Education Outreach, 
at (484) 436-0033 or tkelly@gojmc.org.

More Learning Opportunities
for Teachers

Founding Civics ...
Founding Principles



Lead Supporters

Harvey L. Miller 
The Harvey L. Miller Founding Civics Initiative is made possible by a gen-
erous lead gift from The Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation, of which Mr. 
Miller is founder and president. He is a Benida Group partner with his brother 
Jack and a longtime Chicago philanthropist, supporting a variety of Jewish 
causes in addition to education, children’s services and health research.  He 
serves on the boards of Trustees at the John G. Shedd Aquarium and the Il-
linois Holocaust Museum and Education Center, among others. Mr. Miller 
was recently awarded the Survivor Legacy Award by the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum & Education Center, their highest honor. 

Jack Miller
Jack Miller, a Benida Group partner along with his brother Harvey, is a 
prominent businessman and philanthropist in Chicago. Mr Miller is founder 
and chairman of the Jack Miller Center for Teaching America’s Founding 
Principles and History and founder and chairman of the Jack Miller Family 
Foundation. He supports a number of Jewish and community causes, medical 
research and educational advocacy initiatives, and causes that advance edu-
cation in the ideals that are embodied by the United States of America and 
its founding documents. Mr. Miller was inducted into Philanthropy World 
magazine’s Hall of Fame in 2008 and has received multiple awards including 
the Joseph H. Kanter Citizen of the Year Award in 2012 at the annual meeting 
of the National Conference on Citizenship. 

Support Chicago Teachers

Help us do more for Chicagoland high school teachers. Each and every 
donation will be used in support of education programs for teachers so they 
can strengthen civic education for their students. There is no better way to 
make a difference in the lives of coming generations than to support the 
great work of those who are dedicated to teaching them. 

If you have any questions about the HLM Founding Civics Initiative or 
would like to make a donation, please contact Tom Kelly, JMC Director 
of Civic Education Outreach at (484) 436-0033 or tkelly@gojmc.org. 
We also invite you to visit jackmillercenter.org. Thank you!



JACK MILLER CENTER

“Partners in Higher Education for Citizenship”

Three Bala Plaza West, Suite 401
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

jack miller center 
www.jackmillercenter.org 

484.436.2060

We hold these truths to be self-evident...


